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| Yashington Bureau of The Sun

Washington—Joha N. Mitch-
ell, attorney general in the Nix-
on administration, denied yes-

terday any knowledge of illegal
mail-openings conducted either
by the Central Intelligence
Agency or the F3L ’

Appearing once again as a
witness in the chandeliered cau-
cus room of the Old Senate Oif-
ice Building—site. of the Sen-
ate's Watergate hearings—and
stitl puifing on s pipe, Mitcn-
ell told the. Senate Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence .Activi-
ties that his recollection of a
22-minute meeting he had in
1971 with Richard. M.. Helms,
former CIA director, was suca
that he felt Mr. Helms had told
him only about “mall covers,
not mail openings. - T

‘A “mail cover” involves the
examination of the outside of]r
envelopes and the recording of | h
the names and audresses of
senders and recipients. It is le-
gal, whereas the opening oi
fust-cnass mail, which the CIa
did for 20 years and the F3I {or

25 years, is specifically pronis-:

ited by statute.

Mitchell’s ;eshnony conira-
dicted statemeats Mr. Helms
made Wednesday, when he toid
1the committee he had briefed
‘1 the former attorney general on
the- CIA’s mail-opening. pro-
gram in a way that, in Mr.
Helms's view, could -have leit
no doubt that letter-opening
was involved.

Both ten testified as part of
2 series of hearings the com-
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how . an. illegal intelligence-
zathering program could get
started, and then keep going for
gecades, thhout corrective ac-
Zdon. -

I yeaterdav's closmg ses-
i:»n_ four FBI officials con-
Zirmed the existence of an ¥'3I

raail-ppening project—separate
f*om the CIA’s program—ihat
ran from 1940 to 19565. :

w.. Raymond ‘Wannall, as-
sistant director of the FBI's in-
Leiligence division, said that as
far as he knew, po aitorcey gen-
eral had been told of the mail-
opening project as such, though

.}ohn N Mxtchell appears before Senate commxttee.

miitee held in an eEfor* to show,

the fact that some mail was
being intercepted bad been dis-|

Miztchell ec@mrameets Hmms on maﬂ

clo;ed to Juahce Departmént
officials.

Donald E. Moore, a now-re-
tired ¥BI agent, said the term
“mail interception,” when used
in a general way, might not
have conveyed the true mean-
ing of the project, namely that

letters were actually being

opened.

But FBI documents maile
public by the commitige indi-
cate that Nicholas deB. Katzen-

bach, attorney general-in the

Johnson adrmmstratxon. knew
of FBI mail-openings, at leasr
in bits and pxecw. . .
One such document, a. mefn-
orandum from Mr. Moore to
one of his superiors, referred to

>
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from a
and ques-

" evidznce = nbtamed
3 “tSinted soucce,”

| tioned what the FBI would do ii
‘ a judze in the case were to ask
|

whether a “ihail interceot” had

been empioyed. .
“Katzenbach was of i‘w

mevon that the Department

must be candid with the

: Judge.” the memo said.

; Another memo, addressed to

. er associate dicecter of the
F3BI, old of Mr. Katzenbaca's
. eiforts to prevent a- 1365 con-

: probing certain e\ctremnlv “‘del-
cate national eecuruy mat-

This memo, dated Febmarv
27, 1965, also quoted Mr.-Kat-
zenbach as saying that he had
talked to then-Vice President

‘I Hubert H. Humohrey, about the

matter and that Mr. Humphcey

4'had promised to talk.to the
-1 chairman of .the investigating

committee, the late Senator Ed- |
ward V. Long (D.,Mo.). = -
" Senator Frank Church (D.,
Idatio), the committee chair-
‘man, said the panel planned to

on the matter later-this fall.
would question anyone else

legal mail-openings.

When asxed specxf!cally 1‘
this included Mr. “Humpirey,
now returned to the Senate and
-a -~ possible Demecratic
presideptial candidate, -Mr.
Church said ‘that since Mr.
Humpghrey's name had been
-mentioned in the FBI-docu-

; the late Clyde A. Tolson, form-|’

. gressional investigation from}

cail Mr. Katzenbach to testify |
He also said the commities}

thought to have kno: a‘lgdve of il-} .

ment, “I see no reason why we|
shouldn’t - mqmre of Qenator v

Humphrey.”
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